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CORRUPTION AND THE CRISIS OF DEMOCRACY

“Our research makes a clear link between having a healthy democracy and successfully fighting public sector
corruption. Corruption is much more likely to flourish where democratic foundations are weak and, as we have
seen in many countries, where undemocratic and populist politicians can use it to their advantage.”

Delia Ferreira Rubio, chair of Transparency International

CORRUPTION UNDERMINES DEMOCRACY Beating corruption is crucial to healthy democracy.
There are no democracies that score below 50 on the

CPI. Similarly, very few countries that have autocratic
characteristics score higher than 50.

100 7]
o Every dot in this graphic represents a country’s CPI score.
;,. ! B ° The numbers in the circles represent the average CPI
.o score for that political system.
757 N
50 )
257
0 i i i
FULL DEMOCRACY FLAWED DEMOCRACY HYBRID REGIME AUTOCRATIC REGIME
DEMOCRACY INDEX 2018 (ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT)
The following countries have experienced a decline in both * From Freedom House

the health of their democracies* and control of corruption:
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The Americas region continues to fail in making any
serious inroads against corruption. Populist leaders
are transforming politics across the region, raising
red flags through their treatment of the media, civil
society and democratic institutions, all of which risk
becoming less able to act as checks and balances
against corruption.

The United States (US) dropped four points since last year to
earn its lowest score on the CPI in seven years. This decline
comes at a time when the US is experiencing threats to its
system of checks and balances as well as an erosion of ethical
norms at the highest levels of power.
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ASIA PACIFIC

The Asia Pacific region is stagnating in the fight

against corruption. A lack of progress is unsurprising
given the prevalence of weak democratic institutions,
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and a lack of laws and enforcement mechanisms,

all of which typically contribute to higher rates of

corruption. However, with two countries in the top

and two in the bottom 10, the region is highly diverse
/1 00 in its anti-corruption approach.
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Massive public mobilisation against
corruption and voter turnout resulted in new
governments and anti-corruption reforms in
India, Malaysia, the Maldives, and Pakistan.
Despite these encouraging developments,
we are yet to see how they translate into
solid action, especially when it comes to

combatting elusive forms of grand corruption.
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EASTERN EUROPE
& CENTRAL ASIA

Eastern Europe and Central Asia is the
second lowest scoring region in the
index, head of Sub-Saharan Africa.
With nearly every country scoring 45 or

less out of 100, there has been very
little progress in combatting corruption.
A general lack of political will, weak
institutions and few political rights
/ 1 00 create an environment where corruption
flourishes with little opposition.
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MIDDLE EAST &
NORTHERN AFRICA
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The fight against corruption in the Middle
East and Northern Africa remains grim.
In a region where civil liberties continue
to be under repressive state control

and the social contract between states
and their citizens has been broken for
decades, it is no surprise that corruption
remains stubbornly high. Leaders need
to strengthen checks and balances,
support citizens’ rights and deliver on
anti-corruption commitments.

In Jordan, citizen protests helped unseat the prime minister, but the
new government has yet to fulfil its anti-corruption commitments.
Another challenge is the presence of influential actors blocking
government attempts to advance anti-corruption. Looking ahead, the
government should ensure financial and administrative independence
of public institutions, and protect civil society and free speech.
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Sub-Saharan Africa is the lowest scoring

region on the index, and has failed to translate
its anti-corruption commitments into any real

progress. A region with stark political and
socio-economic contrasts and longstanding
challenges, many of its countries struggle
/ 1 00 with ineffective institutions and weak
democratic values, which threaten anti-

corruption efforts.
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Despite stagnation across the
region, there are some promising
political developments, particularly
in Angola, Botswana, Kenya,
Nigeria and South Africa. In South
Africa, citizen engagement and
various official inquiries into
corruption abuses are positive
steps, while new leadership in
Angola provides hope for anti-
corruption reforms.

11



CORRUPTION PERCEPTIONS INDEX 2018

WESTERN EUROPE
& EU

While Western Europe and the
European Union are doing better
than other parts of the globe, they
still have a long way to go to tackle
corruption effectively. A lack of
prioritising anti-corruption reforms
alongside rising populist rhetoric

combine with weakening democratic
/1 00 institutions in many countries to make
a strong case for renewed efforts.
AVERAGE SCORE
SCORE COUNTRY/TERRITORY  RANK Portugal 30
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The Czech Republic has been steadily improving its CPI score
since 2014, but events in the past year suggest gains may be
fragile. The prime minister has been found guilty of conflict
of interest in relation to his media holdings. He has also been
accused of conflict of interest over connections to a company
which has received millions of euros in EU subsidies.

12



CREATE CHANGE
WITH US

ENGAGE

How do you feel about your country’s place in the
Corruption Perceptions Index? Follow us, share
your views and discuss corruption with people from
around the world on social media.
facebook.com/Transparencylinternational/
twitter.com/anticorruption/
linkedin.com/company/transparency-international/
instagram.com/Transparency_International/
youtube.com/user/Transparencyintl/

LEARN

Visit our website to learn more about our work in

more than 100 countries and sign up for the latest news
in the fight against corruption.

transparency.org

DONATE

Your donation will help us provide support to thousands
of victims of corruption, develop new tools and research
and hold governments and businesses to their promises.
We want to build a fairer, more just world. With your help,
we can.

transparency.org/donate
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